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[image: ]Where did Valentine's Day originate from? The history of the holiday—and the story of its patron saint—is shrouded in mystery. We do know that February has long been celebrated as a month of romance, and that St. Valentine’s Day, as we know it today, contains vestiges of both Christian and ancient Roman tradition. But who was Saint Valentine, and how did he become associated with this ancient rite?
The Catholic Church recognizes at least three different saints named Valentine or Valentinus, all of whom were martyred. One legend contends that Valentine was a priest who served during the third century in Rome. Emperor Claudius II decided that single men made better soldiers than those with wives and families, & he outlawed marriage for young men. Valentine, realizing the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius and continued to perform marriages for young lovers in secret. When Valentine’s actions were discovered, Claudius ordered that he be put to death. 
Other stories suggest that Valentine may have been killed for attempting to help Christians escape harsh Roman prisons, where they were often beaten and tortured. According to one legend, an imprisoned Valentine actually sent the first “valentine” greeting himself after he fell in love with a young girl—possibly his jailor’s daughter—who visited him during his confinement. Before his death, it is alleged that he wrote her a letter signed “From your Valentine,” an expression that is still in use today. 
While some believe that Valentine’s Day is celebrated in the middle of February to commemorate the anniversary of Valentine’s death or burial—which probably occurred around A.D. 270—others claim that the Christian church may have decided to place St. Valentine’s feast day in the middle of February in an effort to “Christianize” the pagan celebration of Lupercalia. Celebrated at the ides of February, or February 15, Lupercalia was a fertility festival dedicated to Faunus, the Roman god of agriculture, as well as to the Roman founders Romulus and Remus.
To begin the festival, members of the Luperci, an order of Roman priests, would gather at a sacred cave where the infants Romulus and Remus, the founders of Rome, were believed to have been cared for by a she-wolf or lupa. The priests would sacrifice a goat, for fertility, and a dog, for purification. They would then strip the goat’s hide into strips, dip them into the sacrificial blood and take to the streets, gently slapping both women and crop fields with the goat hide. Far from being fearful, Roman women welcomed the touch of the hides because it was believed to make them more fertile in the coming year. Later in the day, according to legend, all the young women in the city would place their names in a big urn. The city’s bachelors would each choose a name and become paired for the year with his chosen woman. These matches often ended in marriage.
Lupercalia survived the initial rise of Christianity but was outlawed—as it was deemed “un-Christian”—at the end of the 5th century, when Pope Gelasius declared February 14 St. Valentine’s Day During the Middle Ages, it was commonly believed in France and England that February 14 was the beginning of birds’ mating season, which added to the idea that the middle of Valentine’s Day should be a day for romance. The English poet Geoffrey Chaucer was the first to record St. Valentine’s Day as a day of romantic celebration in his 1375 poem “Parliament of Foules,” writing, ““For this was sent on Seynt Valentyne’s day / Whan every foul cometh ther to choose his mate.”
So, Who Is Cupid or Eros?
Cupid is often portrayed on Valentine’s Day cards as a naked cherub launching arrows of love at unsuspecting lovers. But the Roman God Cupid has his roots in Greek mythology as the Greek god of love, Eros. 
[image: ]According to the Greek Archaic poets, Eros was a handsome immortal played with the emotions of Gods and men, using golden arrows to incite love and leaden ones to sow aversion. It wasn’t until the Hellenistic period that he began to be portrayed as the mischievous, chubby child he’d become on Valentine’s Day cards.
By the middle of the 18th century, it was common for friends and lovers of all social classes to exchange small tokens of affection or handwritten notes, and by 1900 printed cards began to replace written letters due to improvements in printing technology. Ready-made cards were an easy way for people to express their emotions in a time when direct expression of one’s feelings was discouraged.
The statue shown in the photograph in Piccadilly Circus is always referred to as ‘Eros’.  In fact this is incorrect.  It is not Eros but his brother Anteros!   The statue is officially known as the Shaftesbury Memorial in memory of the 7th Earl of Shaftesbury who was a nineteenth century philanthropist, politician and reformer.  
Shaftesbury Avenue which runs off Piccadilly Circus is similarly named for the same reason.  The Earl was a deeply religious man and so the sculptor considered it would be inappropriate to represent Eros (Cupid in Roman mythology) as he was the Greek god of passionate or romantic love.  He therefore chose Anteros to represent Shaftesbury’s selfless, fraternal love.  In the end it was decided that it would be inappropriate for such a Christian man as Shaftesbury to be represented by a pagan deity – Eros or Anteros – and so the figure was dubbed ‘The Angel of Christian Charity’.  The figure was the first public statue to be made of aluminium, and the sculptor was apparently able to carry it across his studio as it was so light.
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[image: ]Ring for the King!

Calling all past, present and future bell ringers!  You may have seen recently on the local news that there is a shortage of bell ringers to ring in every tower in Devon for the King’s coronation on May 6th.  Here in Newton and Noss, we have two magnificent peals of bells and we are always on the lookout for new ringers to come and join us.
We are having an Open Day on Saturday 11th March 2023 at Holy Cross church, Newton Ferrers, for people to come and see what we do, have a go at ringing a bell and consider joining the team to play the loudest instrument in the village!  If you are aged 16+ (sorry we can’t take under 16s due to current legislation) and looking to learn a new skill, or maybe to revisit a skill you developed in the past, please come along any time between 11am and 4pm on 11th March, when you can find out more about learning to ring. 
Refreshments and a light lunch will be available so please come and have a go!  If you would like more information or to let us know that you will be coming, please phone me on 830344 or email me at nene_carr@hotmail.com. We look forward to seeing you.                                                    
 Chris Lock

[image: ]In recognition of our achievements in the last year, we are delighted to say that the small team responsible for Newton and Noss Community Land Trust was nominated for and won the prestigious ‘All About Community’ Award from the National Community Land Trust Network; beating CLT’s from Bristol, Waltham Forest, and Kensington Fields
The ‘All About the Community’ award celebrates how CLTs involve, engage with, and are deeply rooted in their community. People power is at the heart of the CLT and NNCLT were recognised for building on the years of work by the Parish and the Neighbourhood Plan to provide desperately needed, social rented homes for people with a Strong Local Connection.
Gaining approval for our own Allocations Policy was key to any proposed development, as we needed to ensure that the houses are only allocated to people with a ‘Strong Local Connection’;
Criteria established through consultation.

The team has worked hard to develop relationships with key partners, engage in community consultation events, site meetings and planning meetings leading to Permission for our first 18 Social Rent homes, on gifted, serviced land as part of the ground breaking development at Collaton and a pending Application for a further 17 Social Rent homes opposite Butts Park.
Notably, the Collaton Team have also worked very hard to engage with the Community; providing a further 39 Affordable Rent or Self Build homes, all of which will use the Newton and Noss ‘Strong Local Connection’ criteria for allocation in Bands A- E, and all of the homes will be covered by the Primary Residence Requirement as stipulated in the Neighbourhood Plan.   
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IMPORTANT
It is time for updating the village directory.
Please let us know if you no longer wish to be included.
Please confirm that your current details ARE correct
If you do wish to be included, and are not yet listed, please send:-
1) the name/s you wish listed
2) your address
3) your phone number along with a completed GDP form
to
rydavillagedirectory@outlook.com

Cut off date the end of Febraury



"Parish Council Roads and Highways Committee update.

The Committee has played a big part in the development of the Parish Council consultation which has just closed for comment.  Once the results have been analysed, they will help determine where Parish Council resources need to be deployed particularly on the pressing matter of parking in our villages.  The Committee has been working on trying to find a volunteer to take on the role of Parish Lengthsman and we hope to report some success with this in the coming weeks.  A successful outcome will result in a general improvement in the upkeep of our village roads.   South Hams District Council has been requested to sweep the local roads and to scrape Yealm Road gutters and Coach Road."

[image: ]International Paint Ltd has been fined £650,000 and ordered to pay costs of £145,000 after a highly toxic banned chemical was washed out from a holding tank into a “pristine” river in south-west England.
International Paint Ltd “utterly failed” to control a substance called TBT that it had stored at its mothballed plant on the banks of the Yealm in Devon, a judge concluded.
An expert who tested water in the Yealm, a site of special scientific interest renowned for its oysters and cockles, found that one sample close to the plant contained 80,000 times the safe level of TBT.
The company has agreed to cover costs of remediation works, likely to be at least £500,000. 
For the full report click here.
“Because of local concern about the pollution from this site, your Committee has written to the Parish Council:  Following the publication of the Judgement against Akzo Nobel the RYDA have received enquiries regarding the safety of the water whether ingesting, entering or encountering water derived from the river, from Kitley, seawards; and the Estuary and Creek is now advisable or safe, or dangerous. Are the PC in communication with the EA regarding this and the remediation of the river bed etc?  
The response from the Parish Council has been:  We have had an agenda item for the last couple of meetings for this and I am sure it will be on the agenda for February.
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Thursday 9th February in the WI Hall.”



Are you passionate about our local area?
There is still one vacancy on the Parish Council so if you are passionate about your community and care about where you live, why not join the Parish Council. They have a number of committees that you might like to join along with attending Parish Council meetings once a month. More information can be found under the 'Council' tab on their  website.
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PLANNING

48 Yealm Road. Reference 3569/22/VAR. There is as yet no decision on this retrospective application, which is for variation of the approved drawings, on the original planning consent 0151/18/HHO. There are 6 objections currently lodged with SHDC, including Newton & Noss Parish Council and RYDA.

Linden Lea, Church Park. Reference 3401/22/HHO. This application for installation of a vehicle gate, parking area and removal of part of a stone boundary wall abutting Yealm Road, opposite Holy Cross Church, has been refused on the grounds of "likely to result in an increased risk to highways safety".

71, Yealm Road. Reference 2928/22/FUL. Proposed boatshed and reinstatment of landing. The decision on this application remains outstanding, but comments have been recieved from the Devon AONB concerning potential loss of natural foreshore.

Land opposite Butts Park. Reference 2982/21/FUL . This application from the Newton and Noss Community Land Trust for 20 new houses is listed for discussion at the SHDC Development Management Committe (DMC) and is shown on their website as "Comment – Discussions over viability ongoing between housing and land owner".

Land West of Collaton Park . Reference 3335/21/FUL. Construction of 125 homes, commercial business units, landscaped parkland, community boat storage/parking, allotments, improvements to existing permissive pathway and public footway, enhancement of vehicular access and associated infrastructure and landscaping.
Although approved by the SHDC Development Management Committee, this application has not yet been formally approved and is shown on the DMC website as "Approved by Members, subject to S106 agreement (now with legal)".
















WHATS ON
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[image: ]1st Tuesday Lunch Club
WI Hall Newton Ferrers 
On 7th February @12.00 
2 course lunch, plus coffee or tea £6 
All welcome

WI speaker on February 7th is Poldark – Mining in Cornwall
WI Hall Newton Ferrers @ 7pm
New members and visitors welcome

WI Craft Group 14th February
WI Hall Newton Ferrers 2pm-4pm £1.50
Bring your current hobby and join us for a chat & coffee
New members and visitors welcome

[image: ]Yealm Parchment Craft
WI Hall, Newton Ferrers
17th February 2-4 pm
Next lesson : Dry on wet technique


Come along and learn a new absorbing hobby
Equipment supplied if you don’t have it £8 per session
Contact Lesley 873403
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[image: ]WI Craft Group 28th February
WI Hall 2-4pm “Sunrise” Yarn Art. £1.50 including tea & coffee,
Please bring glue (preferably PVA) Yarn, sewing cotton, crochet cotton, embroidery thread, knitting wool oddments, ribbon, lace offcuts, pencil & scissors.
A picture to inspire your design if you need it
(some yarn is available) New members and visitors welcome
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Congratulations!

Winner of the CLT Awards 2022

Newton & Noss CLT
For All About Community
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RYDA Update Feb 2023

Brookings Down Wood & Eastern Hill Wood

Much of our winter attention has been focused on Brookings Down Wood, dealing with fallen or
“hung-up” trees that have blocked paths, maintaining steps and rain water run off gullies to cope
with the down pours we’ve had. Also early autumn planting of new saplings from the Woodland
Trust, are all making healthy progress at the time of writing. Poor weather also hampered several
working party dates however through the efforts of our volunteers we have made up lost time on a
number of tasks.

Through a grant provided by Yealm Community Energy we purchased and have now assembled a
new, slightly larger, replacement shed which should serve our requirements for storing hand tools
and materials for many years to come. We are also extremely grateful and appreciative of the
generosity and assistance of Simon Cawse and Ruan De Beer who provided us with a concrete base
for the new shed. On behalf of the committee I would like to also acknowledge the efforts of our
shed assembly team of Bob Styring, Jon Rundle, Dermot Cox, Alan Lomax, Jeremy Spooner and
myself (for providing encouragement, coffee and chocolate biscuits) for a job well done!!

;

Here are a few time lapse photos of the shed base and assembly

Our focus in the coming months, will now be on the basic maintenance tasks within Eastern Hill
Wood. Our aim and approach in conserving these beautiful woodlands for villagers and visitors is
the Goldilocks principle of “Not too much not too little but doing just enough” for us all to enjoy!

Our remaining working party dates are as follows: Feb 4% and 18" March 4™ and 18",
April 1% and 15" lastly May 15™.

If you would like to know more about becoming a “Friend” of the woods, sponsoring a nest box or
would like more information on working parties please contact:

Paul Francombe (thefrancombes@btinternet.com) or
Val Lomax (val@lomcroft.plus.com)

Brookings Down and Eastern Hill Woods Management Committee
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» Yealm
'%"'m Community  The team at YCE have certainly been on a
En ergy long and winding journey to try and secure
the local solar farms of Newton Downs and
Creacombe into community ownership, it has been a prolonged process due
to the unprecedented events we have all faced over the last three years.

As we enter 2023, we are to embark on the final stages of securing these assets
for the benefit of all five parishes we serve. We aim to launch a share offer to
our members at the end of this summer and over the next two months there
will be another community benefit round of grant funding open for
applications. We would like to thank all of our members and supporters who
have been on this journey with us and encourage new members to join if you
are interested in investing in the local solar farms. It costs just £1 to join YCE,
and details can be found on our website at www.yealmenergy.co.uk We would

be delighted to have you with us on this exciting renewable energy journey.
Tracy Ebbrell
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Yealm Art Society
Painting workshop

Saturday February 3rd

Figure in an
Interior

Impressionistic
style

with Michael Hill

Yealmpton Community Centre, PL8
2HF
10 am - 4 pm

For full details and to reserve a place -

email : lin.f@btinternet.com

More details on our website :

www.yealmartsociety.com




image13.jpeg
e T

o, /
Yoomadiess

o

ol




image14.jpeg
- Newton Ferrers WIC Hall,
The Green in 2023

DIGITAL DROP-INS
Every Friday from 10.30 to 11.30am

During the month of February we are holding the following talks, which will start
at 10.45am. These are as follows:

February 3™  Broadband in the home - *bits of kit’

February 10" Choosing your Internet Provider

February 17" The Filing Cabinet (files and folders)

February 24"  Email
As usual we are also open for individual help one-to-one from 10.30am
We are also in need of extra volunteers so if you feel you could help for
an hour and a half a week, please contact us. You do not need to be an
expert, just a regular user of digital devices.

Contact: Peter Hinchliffe or Mary Ayres - nndigital.dropin@gmail.com
Jointly Funded for 2023 by The Revelstoke Trust Fund &
South Hams Sustainable Community Locality Fund

Newron i
& Noss P
Network [
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Holbeton Film Club

*x K

February’s film is Where the Crawdads i3 *,,
Sing (certificate 15, sexual violence, * *
domestic abuse), based on the 2018 novel ‘; :
by Delia Owens.

Abandoned as a girl, Kya has raised herself F't™m ctvs
in the dangerous marshlands of North
Carolina. Drawn to two young men from town, she opens
herself to a new world. However, when one of them is found
dead, Kya immediately becomes the main suspect.
This is showing on Friday 10" February in Holbeton Village
Hall. Doors open 7.00pm. The programme starts at 7.30pm.
Tickets on the door still only £4 (cash only). Ice creams will be on sale for £1.
Our programme for the coming months is:

Downton Abbey: A New Era, PG, Saturday 11" March

Fisherman's Friends: One And All, 12A, Friday 14" April

Mrs Harris Goes To Paris, PG, Saturday 13" May
Harry Baumer (830274)
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Raising awareness about dementia in our communities

As DFPY starts its eleventh year raising awareness about dementia we know that
attitudes to dementia are changing. In the main ‘dementia’ is no longer the word
people do not talk about and there is a recognition that although a diagnosis can
feel lifechanging for individuals and their families, our villages and communities can
support them on their journey. Our dementia friendly work gives people living with
dementia and their carers the opportunity to continue to do what they have always
done in their communities or take up new interests through our inclusive groups
and activities, make new friends and ‘seize the day’.

Thank you to the coffee and chat group at Holy Cross Church, Newton Ferrers who
raised £200.00 at their event in December which included an-awareness raising
session by Maxine, a singalong and a tasty lunch. £175.88 was raised for our
charity at the Carol Singing in the Square at Yealmpton on the 17" December
organised by Jason Hooper and his team at Luscombe Maye & Co. Everyone was
in good voice with South Hams Singers singing traditional carols and enjoying
mulled wine. Thank you to Jason and his team for a great evening.

Our programme of activities in February

An addition to our activities is Coffee & Chat 2.00 — 3.30pm at The Rose and
Crown, Yealmpton on Friday 10* February £2.50.

The Coffee and Craft Group meets on Mondays 6" and 20" February 10.30am
—12 noon at Yealmpton Community Centre £3.00.

Our Gentle Exercise Group meets every Tuesday from 10.00 — 11.00am and
11.15 — 12.15am at Yealmpton Methodist Church Hall £5.00.

The Walking Group meets in the car park at the end of Barton Close in Wembury
every Wednesday at 10.30am.

The Reading Group meets on Thursdays both face to face and by Zoom from
10.30 — 12.00 noon in the Parish Room, rear of Bakery Square in Yealmpton £2.00.
The next Singing-along will be on Friday 17* February at Yealmpton Methodist
Church Hall starting at 2.00pm £3.

Carer Support by Zoom is on Friday 24" February 2.30 — 3.30pm please call
Maxine for the link.

For more information, advice/support please contact Maxine on 07450206312.
Follow and support us on Facebook and www.dementiayealm.org using the ‘Just
Giving’ button or via Amazon Smile and SeaMoor Lotto
https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/supportdementia-friendly-parishes-around-the-
yealm
“We can’t change the person living with dementia but we can change the
experience they have in their community”

Working in the parishes of Brixton, Holbeton, Newton & Noss, Wembury,
Yealmpton
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u 3 a Yealm u3ga Talk: Thursday, 23 February.
WIC Hall, Newton Ferrers
Doors open at 2.00 for 2.30pm start

Cyber Security

Talk by Devon & Cornwall Police Cyber Security Team.

Being cyber secure means individuals and
organisations reduce the risk of being affected
by cybercrime.

Cyber Protect's core function is to demonstrate
how to protect the devices we all use
(smartphones, laptops, tablets and computers),
and the services we access online, both at home -

and work, from theft or damage. It is also about preventing unauthonsed
access to the vast amounts of personal information we store on these
devices and online.

Because of this, it is more important than ever to take steps that can
prevent cyber criminals getting hold of our accounts, data, and devices.

Open meeting for all U3A Members New members welcome.
Non-Members £3 donation for membership
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THURSDAY LUNCH CLUB
We look forward to seeing you at our next TLC lunch
in
Newton & Noss Village Hall
Thursday 23 February at 12.15pm

New Members always welcome
£6.00 for a delicious 2 course meal, followed by tea/coffee
Please contact Jane Barnett to confirm your attendance
and/or more information on 872663
mrandmrsbarnett@gmail.com





image19.jpeg
TWINNING ASSOCIATION

NOSS MAYO

NEWTON FERRERS

Friday 24 February 2023
7pm for prompt start at 7.30pm

The WIC Hall in Newton Ferrers

Quiz with
Cheese and Wine

Tickets £10 per person
To reserve your tickets, please call or text
Andrew Matthews on
07957 521129/01752 872942
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%ﬂ Yealm Art Society Workshop
Saturday March 4th

Playing with
Pointillism

Sally O'Neill

www.sallyoneillartist.co.uk

Sally works in acrylic,
ink, watercolour & graphite and takes
inspiration from Dartmoor landscapes and
architecture.

Yealmpton Community Centre, PL8 2HF

10am - 4pm £30 (£25 - members)

To reserve a place email
:contact2yealmartsociety.com

Full list of requirements will be sent on booking.

More information on our website
www.yealmartsociety.com
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St Peter Revelstoke

MORNING MARKET

Saturday 1* April

Newton & Noss Village Hall
11.30am - 2.00pm

* Home made cakes, jams
* * Food for the freezer
* ‘Nearly New’ clothes and gifts
* Tasty lunches...
... and lots more!
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NEWTON & NOSS WI EASTER FAIR

. 8™ APRIL 10.00am - 1.00pm in the WIC HALL

Cakes, biscuits and savoury items for sale (fill your freezer)
i Recycled gifts including children’s toys
Books (for adults and children)
Easter crafts
Great Easter Egg raffle
Refreshments
Children’s Easter Hat competition (judging at 11.00am)

For contributions and further details contact: Cathy Matthews (872942)
email: catherine.matthews2017@outlook.com
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

GUARDING THE MONARCH AND COUNTRY
WHILST AVOIDING THE CHOPPING BLOCK!

We are very privileged to host a talk by one of the most distinguished
military officers of his generation.

General The Lord Houghton of Richmond GCB CBE DL served in the
Army for over 40 years and reached the pinnacle of Chief of Defence
Staff, the professional head of UK's Armed Forces. He followed this with
six years as Constable of the Tower of London. His talk will reflect on
the key moments and events of his career with plenty of amusing

current and historical stories and anecdotes.

The talk will appeal to the young, the old and those in-between.

HOLY CROSS, NEWTON FERRERS
FRIDAY 21 APRIL 2023

6.30 - 8.00pm
6.30pm A drink and light refreshments
7.00pm  Talk begins
8.00pm  Evening ends with the raffle draw
Tickets are £10 per head or £20 for a family of up to 4

(2 x adults and 2 x Under 18s). A glass of wine and light refreshments
are included.

Tickets are available from Tubb’s Pharmacy and from Lesley
Challacombe on 872233 (lesley@coldvalley.co.uk) and Christopher Lunn
on 872848 (lunnch@btinternet.com) and from any Yealm Branch
Committee Member.

In aid of the Royal British Legion
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